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Agenda

• Introduction

• General Background

• Literary Background

• Autobiographical Background

• What Does It All Mean?



Literary Background
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• Revolution in Society
� Women’s Movement

� First World War

� Publications of Freud

• Revolution in the Arts
� Eliot & Pound

� First Post-Impressionist Exhibition

� The Novel – Joyce & Woolf

General Background



Literary Background����� � � � �� � � � 	� �
� �



• Introduction: The Novel of Realism

• The Novel of Consciousness

• The Poetic Novel

Literary Background
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Autobiographical Background

• Setting
• Incidents
• Characters

Autobiographical Background



Talland House: St. Ives, Cornwall



Talland House

St. Ives
Cornwall



Godrevy
Lighthouse



Godrevy Lighthouse



Godrevy Lighthouse



Characters

• James Ramsay – Adrian Stephen 
• Prue Ramsay – Stella Duckworth
• Andrew Ramsay – Thoby Stephen
• Rose Ramsay – Vanessa Stephen
• Cam Ramsay – Virginia Stephen
• Mr. Ramsay – Leslie Stephen
• Mrs. Ramsay – Julia Stephen 

Characters



The Stephens at St. Ives



Stella
Duckworth

(Prue Ramsay)



Thoby Stephen

(Andrew Ramsay)



Virginia & 
Vanessa Stephen

(Cam & Rose 
Ramsay)



Leslie Stephen
(Mr. Ramsay)



Leslie Stephen
(Mr. Ramsay)



Julia 
Jackson

Duckworth
Stephen

(Mrs. Ramsay)
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Julia & Leslie Stephen at Talland House



Virginia & Leslie Stephen
(Cam & Mr. Ramsay)
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Autobiographical Background

• The Quest
• Mr. Ramsay’s Perspective
• Mrs. Ramsay’s Perspective
• Time Passes
• To the Lighthouse

What Does It All Mean?


